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Regional Events / Streeksgebeure 

BotSoc Talks: 

1) Saturday 20th July. “Invasive species - science and 

practice” A talk by  Prof David Richardson Director of the 

Centre of Excellence for Invasion Biology at University of 

Stellenbosch.  Please note that this will not be the AGM as 

previously advised. 

2) Saturday 17th August. The Verreaux Eagle presented by 

Lucia Rodrigues after the AGM. 

The BotSoc Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Ko-

gelberg Branch. Saturday 17th August. Time: 5.30p.m.

(17h30). Venue: Crassula Hall, BB 

Notices / Kennisgewings 

Vacancy for Pastor: Lakeside Chapel, Betty’s Bay 

The Lakeside Chapel, an undenominational church in Betty’s Bay, invites suitably qualified 

persons with contactable references to apply for the position of Pastor. More information 

regarding the position may be obtained from the Chapel’s secretary (e-mail: 

ggreen@lantic.net; cell no 083 283 4454). The closing date for applications is 16th August 

2013. 

The BBRA Financial Statement can be viewed on our web site http://www.bettysbay.info 

under the ‘Publications’ link. 
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Contact Us 
Buzz 
P O Box 48 
Betty’s Bay 
7141 

thebuzz@bettysbay.info 

Deadline for submissions: 

20th of each month 

http://www.bettysbay.info/ 

Please send us your comments, sugges-
tions, events and news. 

Subscribing to the BBRA 

R55 per person per year, payable to: 

BBRA Current Account 

ABSA Hermanus 

Branch Code 632005 

Account No 4066 6164 39 

NB! Reference must include your surname 
and Erf Number. Please do not send cash. 

Contact: Adrian de Kock 028 272 9998 

Obtaining the BUZZ 

The following options are available: 

1. Get a copy at the Village Centre Cafè 
or Penguin Place, normally first week 
of each month. 

2. Download a PDF version from our 
web page. Go to link ‘The Buzz’ at 
http://www.bettysbay.info 

3. We also leave a number of copies at 
the Betty’s Bay Library.  

Advertising and Crassula Hall 

payments 
Payable to: 

BBRA Current Account 

ABSA Hermanus 

Branch Code 632005 

Account No 4066 6164 39 

NB! Reference must include your business 
name. Please do not send cash. 

Contact: Liz Fick 028 272 9800 

Notice: The Buzz is a private newsletter, administered, financed and published by the BBRA so as 

to communicate important issues with its members. The committee reserves the right not to publish 

letters or articles it may receive.  

Disclaimer: The views expressed by the Buzz contributors are the authors’ own and do not neces-

sarily represent the views of the Editor of the Buzz. 

SAPS Emergency Contact Numbers 

Charge Office  028 271 8219 

   028 271 8200 

Capt Marthinus 082 778 6793 

Additional Cell Nos. 079 894 1624 

   079 894 1622 

   082 443 6069 

   082 522 1831 

mailto:thebuzz@bettysbay.info
http://www.bettysbay.info/
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Half-Yearly Report Back to Members 

A great deal has once again happened during the first half of the year and it is once again 

appropriate that a half-yearly report be submitted especially for those members who are 

not permanent residents.  We are constantly being faced with challenges which we 

endeavour to address with great discretion but unfortunately often with disappointing 

results.  

Since the Draft Budget was released in April, the Association has actively engaged the 

Overstrand Municipality on certain aspects of the proposed sharp increases on rates and 

tariffs.  Whilst we appreciate that the municipality has had to compile a budget under very 

difficult economic circumstances they also have to appreciate that these increases are 

likely to impact adversely on retired folk who are already feeling the pinch.  The sad reality 

is that there are an increasing number of pensioners heading for poverty in retirement.  

They are caught up in the trap of low interest rates and increasing costs, particularly for 

health care and administered prices such as petrol, electricity and property rates.   

Despite our ongoing assertions about certain aspects of the budget the municipality 

persists with certain increases which we regard as not only unfair but also unjustified.   

Although our views were ‘heard and noted’ we have failed to make an impression on them.  

The budget received quite a lot of adverse publicity in the media which also lead to 

unprecedented protest action.  

The final budget was subsequently tabled on 29 May with slight adjustments.   The 

average rates increase on developed residential properties has been set at 4.05% and at 

6.03% for business properties.  Exemptions and rebates will be available on residential 

properties to lessen the plight of the poor while there are also rebates for guesthouses, 

B&B’s and agricultural properties to stimulate economic development.  Unfortunately an 

unreasonably high rate increase of 63.4% is to be levied against undeveloped land which 

the municipality insists it is entitled to do.  The municipality conveniently appears not to 

have taken cognizance of the fact that undeveloped properties are already being charged 

‘availability’ tariffs for water (incl. infrastructure), sewage (incl. infrastructure) and refuse 

removal and now face a further 63.4% increase in rates.  It remains our contention that it is 

unfair for the municipality to arbitrarily impose a different rate against undeveloped 

property.  We are of the opinion that the municipality must adopt a policy consistent with 

the Municipal Property Rates Act on the levying of rates on rateable property.  The Act 

does not differentiate between developed and undeveloped Ervin but the municipality 

unfortunately has a different interpretation.  We also requested the methodology used to 

determine such a high rates increase as it is our assertion that they arrived at this 

unrealistic figure so as to generate additional revenue to balance the budget.  The reasons 

given by the municipality for the introduction of a new category of rateable property of 

'vacant land ' which will be rated more highly than the category 'residential property ' is 

inter alia, the following: 

To encourage property development. 

To encourage densification in line with the integrated development plan. 

It is preferable to the municipality to have properties within its jurisdiction which are 

developed and occupied. 
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The need to encourage residential occupation of properties, as this is a municipality 

where many people seek to retire. 

The category of vacant land will be in line with the actual use and not just the 

permitted use. 

The municipality however fails to address the important issue of whether our ailing 

infrastructure has capacity to sufficiently maintain and efficiently cope with such additional 

development that it now encourages and the fact that it will place a further burden on the 

financial constraints of the budget, which is likely to attract additional taxes. 

 Water tariffs will increase by 18.23%.  The free 6kl water allocation which we enjoyed in 

the past will fall away and would only now apply to registered indigent households.  

Consumers would in future have to pay R3.50 per kl for the previously free allocation. 

Water consumption scales are estimated to be as follows per kilo litre: 

› 6                    = R3.50 

7-18                 =R 9.25        8.8% increase 

19-30               =R 15           9.7% increase 

31-45               = R23.10      9% increase 

46-60               =R30            4.6% increase 

› 60                  = R40           39.4% increase 

The tariff for sewage will increase by 18.83% and refuse removal will increase to R140 per 

month, an increase of 8.53%.   

As can be seen most increases are way above the inflation rate.   

Municipal Accounts. Attention has been given to the discrepancies in municipal accounts 

since the appointment of the new Contract Meter Readers who appear to be operating at 

random as readings are not being taken on a regular monthly basis. Accounts 

consequently fluctuate from month to month.   The Municipality appears to be charging an 

average but when readings are eventually taken it shows a much higher consumption of 

water which will attract much higher rates as it is determined on a sliding scale.  To charge 

residents with a lump sum after a couple of months will surely lead to much higher rates 

being charged at the top of the scale.   This problem did not exist with the previous meter 

reader. The municipality acknowledged that there were problems with the Contractor and 

that the matter was under investigation. 

Closure of Beach Boulevard.  This has emerged once again after some 3 years.  The 

municipality is now seeking to amend conditions set down by the Provincial Minister in 

2010 but never adhered to.  Deep concern is being expressed by affected parties about 

the latest developments. We have had several meetings with affected parties and 

municipal officials.   Several letters of objection to the amendments have been submitted 

to Council.  Affected parties are also questioning the reason for wanting to rezone the area 

to an Open Space III Nature Reserve.  The notice does not clarify much but the definition 

of ‘nature reserve’ may include ‘accommodation facilities for tourists or holidaymakers’.  

Management of Dunes and Sand Drift.  We previously reported on the case brought by 

a group of homeowners of Nerine Crescent against the Overstrand Municipality applying 

for an order for the OM to keep clear the road and verges of any beach sand.  Judgment 
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was handed down in March and the court ruled in favour of the OM.  Feedback from the 

Municipality was requested especially after the recent ruling that in terms of the Road 

Ordinance the Municipality would only be obliged to maintain roads classified as either 

“main” or “divisional” roads “in so far as funds permit”. In other words it would appear 

as if the Municipality would not be obliged to do what it cannot afford.  There also appears 

to be no obligation to maintain “minor” roads.  Most, if not all roads in Betty’s Bay are 

classified as “minor roads”.  The Municipality also maintained in its submission to the 

court that it is “struggling with a dwindling capital and operational budget” and did 

not have the financial capacity at present to stabilize the sand dunes.  It is important for 

the community to know how this is going to impact on the rest of our roads and verges 

especially if the municipality does not have the financial resources to maintain them. 

The Municipal Manager has emphasized that the municipality would not be insensitive to 

the problem and was committed to assisting home owners where necessary but would 

confine itself to budgetary constraints.   

The Manager also drew attention to the Integrated Development Plan of the municipality 

where mention is made of certain areas in Betty’s Bay that are affected by Driftsand which 

is threatening the existence of residences and that the municipality is in the process of 

drafting an appropriate management plan for the dunes.  They have also delivered inputs 

with respect to the placement of setback lines in order to promote the ecological 

management of the dunes and to protect private property from coastal processes.  Area 

management teams will be clearing road surfaces of dune sediment as an interim 

management measure. 

Information is that affected parties are in the process of establishing an interest group of 

affected property owners in the Nerine and Morea Roads so as to speak with a combined 

voice.  

Crime. We continue to be plagued by increasing incidents of housebreakings on a week 

by week basis despite us having an active involvement with SAPS and the CPF.  The 

Neighbourhood Watch system has been very active.  More Wardens are however 

desperately needed to be recruited if we are ever to reduce crime in the area.  A few 

Wardens simply cannot win this battle alone.  Many areas remain unprotected simply 

because they consist mainly of unoccupied holiday homes. 

Unfortunately, many residents mistakenly believe that crime does not exist in the village.  It 

has to be recognized that in most cases it may be possible to minimize and control crime 

but it will never be removed altogether.  This is where property owners need to take 

responsibility to minimize their risk and look after their possessions.  If everyone takes due 

care it minimizes opportunity and temptation.  For example, do not leave items of value 

exposed in the car, lock doors and install adequate alarm systems.  

Due to continued suggestions that Betty’s Bay seriously consider a CCTV system we 

established a steering committee to test the market and came up with alarming results.  

We are looking at anything in excess of R1mil per year to equip and administer the area 

not to mention monthly levies. We would have to get the entire community to buy into it to 

make it affordable to each household but this would by no means be an easy task 

especially because we have many absent homeowners who are not particularly interested 

in even taking simple precautions like installing intruder alarm systems.  To achieve this 
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we would also have to involve the municipality who would also charge an admin fee to 

deduct monthly levies.  There are certain reservations about the effectiveness of CCTV in 

a township like BB which has numerous entrances and exits.  We also have other 

organisations whose prime objective is to combat poaching but do not seem to want to 

invest in any measures of their own.  A public participation process would in any case 

have to be undertaken and we would have to get a 50+1 support before we can even 

contemplate such a move. Pringle Bay spent in excess of R350,000 on their installation of 

4 cameras and software which came from donations.  Also they are faced with a monthly 

administration fee of R1000.  Despite their installation they are still experiencing 

housebreakings which are gradually increasing.  Accesses by perpetrators are now on foot 

and not by vehicle.  Perpetrators easily learn how to circumvent security measures. 

This matter will need to be discussed in more detail at our AGM in December.  

Protest Actions. As mentioned, the budget received quite a lot of adverse publicity in the 

media and also lead to unprecedented protest action in front of the municipal offices in 

Kleinmond by predominantly white pensioners where a petition was handed over to 

Councillor Appelgrein. There was also a protest march by Xhosa residents from the 

informal settlement demanding improved service delivery.  A petition was also handed 

over to Councillor Appelgrein.  A third protest action by Proteadorp residents took place on 

Youth Day when they marched on houses identified by the community as houses allegedly 

involved in the sale of drugs.  These actions all in the same month are a clear indication of 

the discontent that currently prevails in the Hangklip-Kleinmond area.  

Membership. As we have informed you in the past it is not our practice to send out 

invoices annually in respect of membership fees. The reason for this is to save 

unnecessary costs to your organization. 

Our year begins on 1 November annually and the constitution states that you have until 

the end of April to pay your subs. To our mind this is too long a period and we intend to 

propose an amendment to our constitution at the next AGM to make membership fees 

payable by the end of January annually. 

This will enable us to begin sending out reminders to members at an earlier stage. From a 

cost perspective we would prefer to utilize E-mails for this purpose and therefore appeal to 

members to ensure that we have your E-mail addresses on record if you have not already 

supplied them. Additionally please advise us of any change in your E-mail addresses. 

Please refer to the inside of the “Buzz” for payment instructions. 

For your information here is the position with regard to membership as at 10 June 2013. 

• 395 Members 

80 Members have yet to pay their current membership fees as at this date. Queries have 

been sent out as follows: 

• 51 by E-mail 

• 19 by Letter 

• 10 by Phone 

Those who received letters were given until 15 June 2013 to effect payment. The balance 

will be again contacted and should we not received payment by 30 June we will 

unfortunately have to remove their names from our membership list. 
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Come on guys we need to have as many members as possible to give us clout in dealing 

with the authorities. At the moment Betty’s Bay Ratepayers Association has the largest 

membership of any such association in the entire Overstrand area.    

Financial Report. The Treasurers Financial Statement is attached separately. 

Farewell. After many years of loyal service, more than one can care to recall, we have bid 

farewell to Avril Nunn, a long standing executive committee member.  Her enthusiasm 

and energetic service to the community of Betty’s Bay was greatly admired and we are 

very sorry to have bid her goodbye.  She has relocated to a retirement village in Somerset 

West. 

Street Numbers. The municipality undertook an exercise to allocate street numbers for 

houses in the three villages.  This exercise has been completed and homeowners will 

have noticed that both their Erf and Street numbers appear on their monthly accounts.  

However, some properties especially those on corners or on the boundaries of two streets 

may have been allocated two street numbers.  In this case owners will need to advise the 

municipality under which street/number they would prefer to be registered.   

Fire and Emergency Support Services. Wendy Tawse reports: The hot dry summer 

season has elapsed yet this seasonal change does not mean that we may rest on our 

community fire awareness.  Winter brings relief by increasing the water load in our fynbos 

causing it to burn slower than in the heat of a dry fire season, therefore an ignition should 

be easier to contain and hopefully full suppression is achieved before it becomes a wild 

run away fire destroying our homes and causing serious injury.   

The Betty’s Bay Volunteer Community Fire Fighters were kept busy during the first half of 

2013.  In total they responded to no less than 8 fire call outs, 1 motor vehicle accident and 

1 sea rescue. 

In the earlier hours of 14 February a call-out was received to respond to a fire that was 

purposefully ignited by an arsonist in ‘old-veld’ threatening our village at large.  The 

weather conditions of a gusting north westerly wind and the density of the ignition site 

caused the fire to run.  The response of the night watch crew from Kleinmond and the few 

members from the Betty’s Bay Volunteer Community Fire Fighting team united to put to 

rest a daunting task.  Crews were on the flanks with water-lines.  It was a scenario that 

evolved quickly and the team effort of those involved including community traffic wardens 

and security made the formal chain of community service grow stronger.  The hydrant was 

the key resource to combat this threat on that early morning.  It was visibly well 

demarcated, no vegetation engulfed the aid and it was easily accessed.  This was one of 

but a few call outs the Volunteers had to attend during the season.  Although they are only 

a hand full, they all work well together as a team and I am extremely proud to be their 

Team Leader! 

During the January, February, March and April, the Betty’s Bay Volunteer Community Fire 

Fighters were very busy (when we weren’t busy fighting fires) at the Fire Station, giving it a 

face lift.  We are very proud to announce that the station has been painted out, tiles laid, 

ceiling boards put in and we even have shower and toilette facilities, although not 100% 

complete yet due to funding.  We still need to give attention to the paving outside the 

station, which needs to be filled up with gravel and levelled out, but due to a lack of 

funding, this is still outstanding.  
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During May and June the Overstrand Fire and Rescue Services as well as the Betty’s Bay 

Volunteer Community Fire Fighters will be embarking on their annual hydrant mechanical 

checks.  Help to entrench the FireWise Community spirit and clear around your nearest 

hydrant, as it may be used at any time to save your home and/or your neighbours.  In the 

case of a fire be ready to guide the responding teams to your hydrant – it could save lives. 

On Wednesday 5 June, a meeting was held with residents staying between High Level 

Road and Seaview Drive, who have requested that a control burn be done above their 

properties for ecological reasons as well as for safety.  Also present at the meeting was 

the Overstrand Fire and Rescue Services, Overstrand Municipality, CapeNature and 

Betty’s Bay Ratepayers Association.  All seem to be in favour of the burn but agree that 

proper planning needs to take place.  A steering committee was elected to meet and 

continue with the planning for the control burn. 

The Betty’s Bay Volunteer Community Fire Fighters wish to make an appeal to all 

members of the community to note the nearest hydrant too your home and assess its key 

component – its visibility.  Winter in the Cape means heightened vegetated growth – so 

please, if bodily able, cut back, dig-out and remove the new growth before it becomes too 

well established.   

Rooiels, Pringle Bay and Betty’s Bay are part of a FireWise Community.  What is a 

FireWise Community?  It is when every property owner works to reduce their 

Personal Fire Risk as well as the Community Fire Risk.  What can one do to reduce 

the fire risk? 

• Remove All dead vegetation from your property and verge; 

• Remove all fast burning Alien invasives (Rooikrans, Pampas Grass, Port 

Jackson, Black Wattle, Gum Trees, etc); and  

• Remove bushes close to windows, glass doors, wood decks or beams, etc. 

• A well maintained garden will reduce the fire intensity and help slow down the 

fire’s progress.  New gardens can be laid out as FireWise gardens and if yours is an 

established or natural fynbos garden, you should work towards achieving a FireWise 

garden. 

• It is vital to be properly insured. 

As fire is a constant danger to our village it is advisable to stick to the FireWise Rules: 

NEVER: 

• Light a braai if there’s the danger of sparks flying 

• Leave a fire unattended 

• Discard cigarette butts or fire coals randomly 

• Burn garden rubbish (unless with a permit) 

• Set off fireworks (unless in a designated area) 

ALWAYS: 

• Braai with a hosepipe on hand 

• Extinguish our braai fires completely 

• Keep our gardens free of alien vegetation and dead wood 

• Keep tall vegetation away from windows and decks 

If proven liable, you can be held responsible for all the costs of damage caused by a fire 
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you start!  Fire-fighting costs alone could run into millions of rands.  The Overstrand 

Municipality Fire Department consists mainly of volunteer fire-fighters.  So you can see 

that it is vital that the Municipality, property owners and voluntary fire-fighters work 

together to reduce the fire risk.  Report a fire immediately to the Overstrand Emergency 

Call Centre (028 312 2400) or myself on (082-442 8005 / 076-643 9767) 

“Fire prevention is a far better option than fire fighting!” 

Baboon Matters – The Present Situation. Adrian de Kock reports that following on from 

our previous communications in this matter we have had a meeting on 19 June 2013 with 

the Overstrand Municipality to establish the present position with regard to our various 

concerns. 

Here are the matters which were discussed and the outcome: 

Municipal Dump Site  

• The “dump site” at the Betty’s Bay Municipal offices is manned seven days a 

week from 08H00 to 16H00 by a dedicated official but this service is sometimes 

interrupted through absences due to sick & annual leave. This service has definitely 

improved the situation and we appeal to residents/visitors to use this site responsibly 

when it is not manned and not to just dump their refuse outside the bins. 

• We have discussed the ineffective locking system on the cages and the fact that 

the trailer has no wheels which poses a health risk and is counterproductive when 

emptying the trailer. The Municipality has undertaken to examine the possible 

solution of replacing the trailer with “industrial bins” such as used in Pringle Bay. 

Refuse Collection 

• Bags removed from bins are now collected without delay. 

• Bins are closed after collection preventing egress by rain water. 

• The order of collection of refuse at egress points into the village has to be 

constantly changed as the baboons change their points of entry in line with these 

movements. 

Baboon Proof Bins 

• All households are required to utilize such bins in terms of Municipal by-laws. 

Letters were sent out to transgressors and subsequently Law Enforcement has 

issued some official warnings. The next step for those that do not comply will be the 

issue of fines.  

• The locking system on “baboon proof bins” is ineffective. The Municipality no 

longer supplies such bins but property owners may obtain them from “BouHandel” or 

“Buildit”. These bins do not come with locking systems and it is up to purchasers to 

have suitable systems installed. Those property owners who already have bins would 

have to see that suitable locks are installed. 

• It is up to property owners to ensure that those renting or occupying their 

properties comply with the regulations. 

All these matters will be kept on the forefront of Ward Committee meetings and progress 

will be monitored.   

Dan Fick, Betty’s Bay Ratepayers’ Association 
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Overstrand Emergency 24 Hours 028 313 8111 

Fire Department Control Room 028 312 2400 

 Marlu Rust 082 776 9287 

  Wendy Tawse 082 442 8005 

  Fires in Reserves 082 783 8585 

Police Emergencies 10111 

  Charge Office 028 271 8219 

 Capt. Marthinus 082 778 6793 

  Sector Policing Officer 082 522 1831 

Security Providers Safe Security 028 272 9110 

  Response 082 410 7845 

  ASK Security (Office) 028 272 9500 

   24 Hour Emergency 082 951 1892 

  071 135 9029 

  Sandown Bay Security 028 271 5633 

    028 271 3306 

   028 272 9575 

Ambulances Provincial 10177 

  ER24 084 124 

Doctors Dr Du Plessis 028 271 4227 

  Dr Van Niekerk 028 271 4227 

  Dr Morkel 028 271 4227 

  After Hours 082 653 6355 

  Dr Greeff 028 272 9999 

  After Hours 082 659 9437 

  Dr Moses 028 271 3152 

  After Hours 078 417 5628 

Dentists Dr Duvenhage 028 271 3467 

  After Hours 082 861 0616 

  Dr Engelbrecht 028 271 3662 

  Dr Visser 028 271 5321 

Emergency Contact Numbers 



11 

Hospitals Hermanus Provincial 028 312 1166 

  Hermanus Medi-Clinic 028 313 0168 

  Vergelegen Medi-Clinic 021 850 9000 

Child Welfare Kleinmond 028 271 4044 

Veterinarian Dr Dave 028 271 4183 

  After Hours 083 440 5191 

KAWS Animal Welfare 028 271 5004 

Pharmacies Albertyn Pharmacy 028 271 4666 

  After Hours 082 927 5240 

  After Hours 082 868 4267 

  Kleinmond Pharmacy 028 271 3320 

  After Hours 082 652 4309 

Optometrists Obermeyer 028 271 3119 

  Optical Eyes 028 271 5684 

Municipality Betty's Bay 028 272 9263 

  Kleinmond  028 271 8400 

  Fire & Water 028 313 8111 

  Law Enforcement  028 313 8111 

  Traffic 028 313 8111 

  Sewerage Removal 028 271 8435 

  Hermanus 028 313 8000 

Seawatch Betty's Bay 028 272 9532 

  Mike Tannett 082 994 9300 

NSRI Gordons Bay 021 856 1992 

  Hermanus 028 312 3180 

Electricity (Eskom) Electricity 021 859 5304 

  Emergencies 08600 37 566 

General Councillor Lisel Krige 028 272 9533 

  Betty's Bay Post Office 028 272 9363 

  Centre Shop 028 272 9230 

  Penguin Place 028 272 9257 

  Tourism Bureau 028 271 5657 

  Fynbos Service Centre 082 719 6200 

  Fire Extinguisher Service 083 741 9914 
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Thar She Blows! Grand Old Days Of Whaling At Hangklip 

An article written by Sven Krohn in the Cape Argus – 14 November 1970 

If you have been down to the little bay behind Stony Point near Betty’s Bay, you will have 

seen the old hulk of the Una and the crumbling masonry that was once part of the 

Hangklip Whaling Station. 

Stony Point was selected as a site for a whaling station by Mr. A. Berntsen and his son of 

Larvik, Norway – experts in the whaling industry. 

They were employed by the Southern Cross Whaling Company Limited, which had taken 

60 acres of land at Stony Point on lease from Mr. John George Walsh for R600 per 

annum. 

The buildings and machinery were erected by the Berntsen s in 1912,   Water was 

obtained from a reservoir on the mountain through two miles of piping and whaling 

operations started in 1913. 

These buildings were made of wood and corrugated iron with concrete foundations.   They 

stood for eighteen years in spite of the south-easter. 

Stony Bay was considered a good anchorage. 

Heavy moorings were laid down after a diver had examined the sea bed and a preliminary 

inspection had been made by the government survey ship. 

There is a letter in the Cape Town Museum dated April 25, 1914, signed by F. Cook, 

managing director of the Southern Cross Whaling Co. Ltd., Whaling Station, Cook’s 

Harbour, Cape Hangklip. 

Mr. Cook must have had great hopes when he named it Cook’s Harbour.   Unfortunately, 

this romantic named did not stick, probably because the harbour was never safe from the 

heavy south-westerly swells. 

At low tide you can see the engine of a small vessel standing out above the kelp near the 

slipway.   No one seems to know anything about this wreck. 

Mr. (Boi) Jacobus Niemand, who was born in 1885 at Kleinmond, told me that it had been 

there for years.   Was it one of Mr. Cook’s whalers or could it tell a story even older than 

the whaling station? 

Cook’s Harbour isn’t considered safe today, but in 1913 the Southern Cross, a whaler of 

172 tons, used to tie up to a mooring buoy well inside Stony Point.   This mooring buoy 

was removed before 1925 and was never used again, all vessels going to a raft moored 

much farther out. 

A pier was built near the entrance to the slipway so that cargo could be discharged and 

unloaded using a raft, hauled by steam winch, between the pier and the ship.   The S.S. 

Clara was used to bring supplies round from Cape Town. 

During that first season in 1913, the whaler Blink (125 gross tons) and the Southern Cross 

brought in 179 whales.   In June, 1915, either due to the war or for economic reasons, the 
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Southern Cross Whaling Company was liquidated and the Hangklip Whaling Station was 

bought by Irvin and Johnson in 1817. 

In 1920 Mr. John West became caretaker of the deserted station, where he lived with his 

wife.   Their daughter went to school in Kleinmond, staying with friends there during the 

term. 

The nearest neighbours were Mr. and Mrs. Hvarnes, who lived four miles away near 

Blesberg, and the Groenewalds, who lived at the Blomhuis, nine miles away towards the 

Palmiet River. 

To visit Kleinmond, about fourteen miles away, meant going by horse and cart, then by 

boat across the Palmiet River and finishing the journey on foot or in a car, if you were 

lucky. 

Miss West later married Mr. Johannessen who came to Hangklip Whaling Station from 

Norway in 1925.   Today they live in Stellenbosch. 

Mr. Sorvaag, another whale man from Hangklip, now lives in a house high above Camps 

Bay.   ‘I sometimes see a blow from here’, he said with a reminiscent smile as he spoke to 

me of those old days he looked out over the sea through his window. 

The Price of whale oil dropped after the war and did not recover until 1925, when Hangklip 

Whaling Station was re-opened.   A new slipway and breakwater were built.   Five 

Norwegians were brought in to run the station among then Mr. Johannessen, the oil 

cooper.   The factory was enlarged and new plant was installed.  

A new pier with a concrete pillar supporting it was constructed farther out from the slipway 

(the pillar remained standing until four days after the Ceres earthquake, when it fell into the 

sea). 

The Whales were brought to a raft anchored well out, from which they were hauled into the 

slipway by winch, the rope being taken to the raft by rowing boat.   Hard work for the 

boatman when a good catch was brought in and a brought sea was running. 

Two old Q ships (the submarine decoy mystery ships of the 1914/18 war), the Kridalkey 

and the Kilfinora, were bought from the navy and fitted with tanks, the oil being pumped 

out to them along a pipeline supported by empty drums. 

No figures of whales caught at Hangklip are available, but we know that the total catch 

from the Cape offshore whaling stations was 2 235 in 1926 and fell to 1 342 in 1930, in 

spite of more and more catchers being used. 

Eight whalers worked from Stony Bay.   These were coal-burning and went to Saldanha 

Bay for bunkers.   Later a sailing ship with an auxiliary engine, the Sound of Jura, carried 

coal from Table Bay and anchored off Simonstown where the whalers could bunker. 

In 1930 the price of whale oil dropped to R15 per ton and this, coupled with the scarcity of 

whales, caused Hangklip Whaling Station to be closed down. 

The buildings and machinery were dismantled and taken to Donkergat.   The large boiler 

being towed round broke loose and landed up on Muizenburg beach. 
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The wind bloweth... 

Observe the noble peacock, arrayed in his exclusive designer plumage to impress the 

ladies. The one thing these males do have is attitude, as if it is their right to be admired by 

the world in general and females in particular. One of the leading plant nurseries in 

Pretoria keep a few of these amazingly attired birds in the tea garden section, together 

with graceful swans, character-laden ducks, and various other avian species confined to 

huge aviaries. My friends and I frequented the place often, until the management built a 

chapel on the property for weddings, and the tea garden went to pot, so to speak... suffice 

to say it lost its appeal. 

Whenever we visit Pretoria now we are amazed at the distance we have to travel for the 

pleasure of 

having tea or dining al fresco, particularly in natural surroundings with the sound of bird 

calls and the soothing sound of naturally running water. In the first place, the roads we 

knew have become highways and the “country” is covered in expensive mansions 

Friends of the Library/Vriende van die Biblioteek 
Library hours:    Mon to Fri   9h00 – 16h00  

EVENTS for  2013  

10 July:  Visit the Space Centre in Hermanus. 

               9h15: meet at the Library, Betty`s Bay 

                         Purchase Mushrooms. 

               11h00: 45 minute tour of Space Centre 

                         Purchase dairy products at Fair Cape. 

                Lunch at Ocean Basket. 

CONTACT: Elsie before 5 July 084 653 0158 

18 July:  Gaspard Bassut on “Making Chocolates” at 10h30, Betty`s Bay Library. 

8 August:  Nadine Zipfel on “Life with my family in the Namib Desert”, 10h30, Betty`s 
Bay Library. 

28 August:  Local History Collection at 10h00, Betty`s Bay Library. 

The Friends of the Hangklip Library are committed to an ongoing collection & preservation 
of information/ documents/photographs etc pertaining to  the Hangklip past & present 
history. If you would like to become involved, please come to this meeting! 

19 September: Derric van Rensburg, an artist, “A paint mix & technique”. 

10h30 at his new shop in Harbour road, Kleinmond. Refreshments for own account. 

28 September:  BOOK SALE at Miems in Pringle Bay from 9h00. 

17 October: Chantal Witthuhn from La Femmetique, (Fashion & Image stylist) on 

“Complete your makeover”.  10h30 Betty`s Bay Library. 

Join the Friends of the Library / Sluit aan by die Vriende van die Biblioteek 

Your ideas, suggestions & talents make this organization a successful group of people 
coming together, sharing ideas and offering  cheerful fellowship. We support the Library & 
librarian by helping to maintain an efficient service to the community. 

Annual fee of R25 pp or R30 per family. This can be paid at the Library. 
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surrounded by very high security walls, designed to keep criminals out. (From what we 

hear, the criminals simply solved the problem by becoming residents and operate on the 

inside, anyway). So, having driven the required distance to the family’s latest favourite 

lunch venue, we discovered that it was closed for the day, presumably because most 

people weren’t prepared to drive that far over weekends. Plan B was to find the next 

favourite, which turned out not to be where it had been, and we ended up at my personal 

favourite which we had passed en route to the others. This one is not only an interesting 

nursery, but has a lovely garden and menu, and some tiny exclusive country-style 

boutiques to browse through and buy their wares with which to spoil the family. The birdlife 

is lovely and they have farmyard animals for the children. 

Whenever the Pretoria family visits us in Betty’s Bay we love to drive to surrounding towns 

and villages to enjoy the same open air activities, but they enjoy the birdlife in the fynbos 

and the wild animals that pass through our garden. During their last visit our little 

granddaughter, now three years old, was overjoyed to meet her first tortoises who arrived 

to eat the watermelon on the lawn, and watch a mongoose run along the wall. She thrilled 

to the sight of a troop of baboons from her car seat, and discovered sea anemones and an 

octopus in a rock pool with crabs and tiny fish. Then the antics of the children’s dads – the 

boys we produced (who never grow up) teaching their little ones to fish and bounce stones 

on the waves, and play with hermit crabs and other strange sea creatures. What fun to 

enjoy the delights of children’s learning again, from the safety of seventyish, where the 

pleasure is ours and the responsibility someone else’s! How great to see the world through 

the eyes of a child, and an equally wonderful privilege to share it. 

Maybe Jesus, in His infinite love of children of all ages – even the oldies who behave like 

kids, and sometimes even worse than kids, urged us to become like them for a reason. A 

happy child loves unconditionally, responding favourably to the love of family and friends. 

They respond well to kind discipline, and the Bible urges us to discipline them – while 

acknowledging our own need to be disci- plined. Have we outgrown the wonder of nature 

around us, ceased to marvel at the beauty of a single shell? Or the colour and shape of 

pebbles on the beach? Do we ignore the signs erected at the beach, allow children to play 

on the dunes in contravention of the rules, and by our carelessness train them to act 

unlawfully? My father used to take my siblings and me out into the garden after a shower 

of rain and point out to us the beauty of the raindrops on spiders’ webs... it was the 

beginning of a lifelong love of nature and the awakening of creativity in all of us, as we 

would draw what we saw. I never questioned what God was like... in my heart and mind, 

God was like my Dad, and I loved Him. 

Some say such things are “for the birds”. Which birds, we wonder? Thinking of but a few... 

the friendly robins and chats who hop into our homes and make themselves at home for as 

long as they like, the comparatively large and bold francolins who line up at the front door 

and demand food, the cormorant who came to swim in our pond and feasted on our frogs, 

those masters of balance, the sugarbirds, who  manoeuvre their bodies onto the proteas to 

feed – in a gale-force wind. And their Creator knows when any one of our feathered friends 

falls to, or alights upon, the ground. Oh yes, and the magnificent specimen above... we 

would all wish to be as beautiful... but come to think of it... who needs the necessary 

arousal to display fancy feathers on your tail? 

Bev Green 
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Dr JP Duvenage 

Tandarts / Dentist 

56 Main Road, Kleinmond 

028 271 3467 

Na ure/After hours:0828610616 

jpduvenage@telkomsa.net 

Vacancy for Pastor: Lakeside Chapel, Betty’s Bay 

The Lakeside Chapel, an undenominational church in Betty’s Bay, invites 

suitably qualified persons with contactable references to apply for the position of 

Pastor. More information regarding the position may be obtained from the 

Chapel’s secretary (e-mail: ggreen@lantic.net; cell no 083 283 4454). The 

closing date for applications is 16th August 2013. 

Hangklip Fynbos Sorgsentrum 

Lakeside 4749, Bettysbaai  

Ondersteuning aan bejaardes 

Etes teen billike pryse (volgens inkomste), afgelewer of nuttig by sentrum 

self 

Hulp-personeel word benodig 

Kontak: Patricia (028) 2729 051 of 082 378 1641 Maandag, Woensdag en Vry-

dag van 09.00 tot 12.30.  
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Spar Sentrum / Centre 

Kleinmond 

Tel.: 028 271 4666(w) 

Fax : 028 271 4665 

Cell : Karlien  082 868 4267 

         Mr Fryhoff Albertyn  082 927 5240 
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BBRA COMMITTEE 2013 

Chairman / Ward Committee / Federation / Security 

Dan Fick   djfick@mweb.co.za   028 272 9800 

Treasurer / Membership / Database / Vice Chairman 

Adrian de Kock  adrian25@telkomsa.net   082 940 4619 

Secretary / Advertising / Conservancy / Crassula Hall 

Liz Fick    djfick@mweb.co.za   028 272 9800 

Property, Planning & Development 

Colin Chaplin  pdmcape@gmail.com    082 878 1042 

Water, Waste and Sanitation 

Avril Nunn  nunnaj@telkomsa.net   028 272 9404 

Fire / Emergency Support Services 

Wendy Tawse  wtawse@capenature.co.za   082 442 8005 

Roads and Stormwater 

Wilna Rademeyer  wilna@meridianrealty.co.za  076 868 1535 

Sand Dune Management 

Judy Kirby  jkirby@icon.co.za    083 409 4397 

The Buzz / Internet & Data Management 

Nic Swart  thebuzz@bettysbay.info   072 984 2589 
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