
PUBLIC NOTICE 

OVERSTRAND MUNICIPALITY
Updated Management Plan for Pringle Bay and Beach Front Management Plan for Betty’s Bay

INVITATION FOR PUBLIC INPUT ON THE UPDATED MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE PRINGLE BAY BEACH AND 
ADJACENT DUNE AREA AND BETTY’S BAY BEACHFRONT MANAGEMENT PLAN

Pringle Bay and Betty’s Bay towns are located within the Overstrand Municipal Region the south-eastern edge of False 
Bay near Cape Town.

The  dune  environments  within  Pringle  Bay  and  Betty’s  Bay  have  various  management  needs  that  require  urgent 
implementation.  It is a known fact that Pringle Bay and Betty’s Bay are both a typical ‘pocket-beach’ systems where the 
sediment or sand movement are recycled within those specific bays. The implication is that no significant volume of ‘new’ 
sand enters the system from adjacent areas along the shore or from the mountains via the rivers or estuaries. The sand 
on the beach and dunes is therefore a scarce resource and is continuously moved around within the confined area by 
the coastal processes that occur on the beach.

The historic stabilisation of the dune field at Pringle Bay for development has resulted in sand blown towards the south-
east by the winter north-westerly’s no longer returning under the influence of the summer south-easterlies to nourish the 
beach from which it originated.  As a result of this continuous sand depletion, the high water mark at Pringle Bay has 
been migrating progressively landwards. In Pringle Bay at present sand accumulates within the back dunes and the 
build-up of the sand in the back beach area resulted in the forming of mobile dunes that now reach a level of up to 12m 
above MSL (mean sea level) in places. These dunes are slowly but surely impinging on the houses, municipal ablution 
facility, the car park and the adjacent back dune wetland all of which are threatened with inundation by the advancing  
wind-blown sand. 

Prior to development at Betty’s Bay the beachfront consisted of a wide sandy beach, a back-beach wash-over lagoon 
and a corridor of vegetated dunes. The dunes were in dynamic equilibrium as the sand was transported in a west-
northwest direction and returned under the opposing east-south-eastern winds. Presently within Betty’s Bay sand blows 
off the beach, through the blow-outs in the hummock dune area and has resulted in the formation of mobile dunes that  
now reach levels of up to 10m above MSL in places. These dunes are slowly but surely impinging on the houses along 
Nerine Crescent and Moraea Road, the municipal ablution facility, the car park and the adjacent backdune wetland all of 
which are threatened with inundation by the advancing wind-blown sand.

It was concluded that there is a definite need and urgency to prevent the dunes from further advancing onto private, 
public and municipal property as well as into the back dune wetlands. The requirements also consider the effects of 
climate  change  and specifically  the  impact  of  an  increase  in  the  sea  level  and  storminess  was  emphasized.  The 
Management Objective is to keep the limited beach sand resource within the dynamic beach and create a vegetated fore 
dune/back dune system by preventing the sand from blowing out of the ‘pocket-beach’ system.  The Management Plan 
can be optimized for all future developments that will maintain the integrity of the dunes and coastal processes.

The Updated Pringle Bay Management Plan and Betty’s Bay Management plan is currently in the Public Participation 
phase  and one of the minimum requirements for this Management Plan is to allow reasonable time for the public to  
review the documents and supply us with written comments. The Management Plan contains all the information and 
highlights the management interventions that are vital to the stabilization of these dune fields. 

The public meeting for the presentation of the two Management Plans will take place on 21 November 2015 at 16:00 at  
the Community Hall in Pringle Bay.  The Management Plans will be available for inspection during normal office hours 
(07:45 – 13:00 and 13:45 – 16:30) at the Hermanus, Kleinmond and Betty’s Bay Libraries from 6 November 2015 for 
public review.

The Management Plans will also be available on the Overstrand Municipal website for viewing from 6 November 2015 
(www.overstrand.gov.za).

Interested and affected parties are hereby invited to submit written comments (quoting municipal notice number) with 
regard to the aforementioned to the Overstrand Municipality, Environmental Section by ordinary mail to PO Box 20, 
Hermanus 7200;  by e-mail  to  lbezuidenhout@overstrand.gov.za;  by fax to +27 (0)28 316 4953);  or by hand to the 
aforementioned address before or on 27 November 2015.

Enquires can be directed during normal office hours to Liezl Bezuidenhout or Melun Jeptha +27 (0)28 316 3724.
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